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But does either motive account for the vigour,
the purposefulness, of the anti-Catholic drive ? The
Catholics of Bavaria, and perhaps of the Rhineland,
might be suspected of sympathy with the old order of
things; but not those of Prussia and of the other
German States. There, you feel, the Lutherans
might have been persecuted (as we know they have
been persecuted), and the Catholics let alone; yet
the suppression of Catholic influence has been nation-
wide. Nor, when you come to look into it, was there
much in the cry of "Foreign influence!" The
German Catholics had no love for France; they
remembered the anti-clerical kws, and they blamed
France for the ill-success of Bruning's Chancellor-
ship. Russia they hated, like the Nazis; Italy, Ger-
many's new friend, was endeared to them by the aid
which it lent to the anti-Communist rising of General
Franco. There was no reason in the nature of things
why the new German Government should not have
pulled well with the Church at first, if there had not
been some more intimate ground of disagreement.

A War <m Christianity

The fact is, unless all the symptoms of the struggle
have wholly misled us, that for once the Church is
being persecuted not because she is Catholic but
because she is Christian. Wherever else we point
to anti-clerical legislation, and denounce it, our non-
Catholic friends are not slow to retort that the Church
has invited attack by bebxg untrue to the spirit of
her Master. But not in Germany; there it is precisely